Millburn Township

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT
PURPOSE & MISSION
The purpose of a Special Improvement District (SID) is to promote, grow and support local businesses, property owners, residents and visitors.
Millburn Township's proposed SID ordinance designates a new District Management Corporation (DMC) whose mission is to encourage the
economic, cultural and social vitality of Millburn Township through increased marketing and visibility, improved and renewed infrastructure
and local business development and engagement.

FAQ
Q. WHAT OTHER MUNICIPALITIES HAVE A SID AND DMC? WHAT ARE THEIR
SUCCESSES?
A. Summit, Maplewood, Livingston, Montclair, Morristown, Westfield, Cranford and South Orange are all municipalities that have a SID
ordinance and DMC to promote and support their business communities. Among their offerings, many of these municipalities have grant
programs for local merchants that help promote and support their businesses: Summit offers a Facade Revitalization Grant Program for
downtown beautification and street signage; Livingston's #LuvLiv Local Grant Program is currently helping its local merchants supplement
expenses amid the ongoing COVID-19 crisis.

Q. HOW WILL THE SID BE FUNDED?
A. Preliminary support for the SID Director will be provided by the Township in 2020 and 2021; all additional expenses will be held to a
minimum and all overhead will be provided by the Township. In 2022, the Township will continue to provide the overhead expenses and pay
for half of the Executive Director's salary. It is anticipated based upon current calculations that the total budget for the SID will be
approximately $206,000 in 2022.

Q. HOW DOES THE NEW SID DIFFER FROM THE PRIOR SID THAT WAS DISBANDED?
WHY NOW?
A. The new proposed SID differs in many ways from the prior SID. The new SID includes all five retail areas in Millburn Township (excluding
the Mall at Short Hills) rather than just the Downtown area. There will be office space provided in Town Hall for the SID Director, eliminating
the cost of paying rent for an office. The prior SID dissolved itself; the new SID may only be dissolved for sound reason and with approval by
the Township Committee. The cost of the SID will be fully paid by the Township through the end of 2021.
Since the time of the former SID's dissolution in December 2018, vacancy rates in Millburn Township have increased to the current level of
16%; retail experts are predicting even higher vacancy rates due to the impact of COVID-19. There is a critical need to take action in
supporting our business community and property owners to deal with both the immediate and long-term impacts of COVID-19 and the
evolving retail landscape, and to ensure that Millburn Township emerges with a renewed vibrancy and versatility in our business districts.

Q. CAN THE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION BE DISSOLVED?
A. The DMC can be dissolved for sound reason by the Township Committee, rather than by the DMC itself. The Township Committee will
provide rigorous oversight and continuously assess the effectiveness of the re-established SID and DMC. The success of the program and its
benefits for property owners, merchants, residents and visitors will be measured against goals and objectives established by the DMC Board of
Trustees, SID Director and other participants.

Q. HAS THERE BEEN PUBLIC FEEDBACK TO THE SID PROPOSAL?
A. Public feedback has been encouraged and received through information sessions and Township Committee meetings. The Township
Committee continues to welcome all input, recommendations and ideas regarding the proposed SID ordinance. Success of the SID and DMC
will be contingent upon the engagement of all stakeholders.

Q. IS THERE MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE?
A. The Township has shared revisions of the ordinance on the Township’s website, frequently asked questions, video recordings of two
information sessions and additional information regarding the SID and DMC. This can be found on the Township’s website
at twp.millburn.nj.us/SID.

Millburn Township

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT
VALUE ADD FOR BUSINESSES, PROPERTY OWNERS AND RESIDENTS
A Special Improvement District creates added value in the following ways:

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BY THE NUMBERS
The proposed SID will include the B-2 (highway), B-3 (neighborhood) and B-4 (downtown) zones.

B2-B3-B4

WHAT ARE THE FINANCIALS OF THE SID?
There will be no SID assessment to
property owners or businesses for 2020 or
2021. The SID assessment will be effective
in January 2022.
$931,580 median value for SID assessment

$625 median SID assessment per property
Total Assessed Properties: 165
Approximate First Floor Businesses: 263
Total Vacancy Rate: 16%

*These estimated calculations are based on the 2020 assessed rate (.00067)
and the SID budget from 2018 ($206,700).

